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QUESTIONS 
#2Þ PROPOSED, | 


And Briefly | | 


ANSWERED. A 


Wherein is Diſcourſed, 


The Authority and: Duty of the] 
Magiſtrate in the Matters of R'E-| 


LIGTON. | 
The Unlawfulneſs of a Toleration ahd 
General Liberty of Conſcience, |: 


The Divine Right of Chriſtian Liber. 
ty in Things Indiffcrent. 


The Unlawfulneſs of Repealing the 
Laws againſt Popery = 57- 
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rl 
| £7N0t bus. be generally under food, wha. an n Wu 
| Lo Animoſities have been raifed. on the Nation; 
| bout « Toleration, Liberty of Conſcience, and Ri "= 
ting the Laws about Religion, which have been pleaded for by: 
waxy, whether with greater vebemency,or with greater-ab{urda 

| I, herd to /ay; far the Lawfulweſs of i it. hath rather hee 
7 6 oro than proved by «ny : For whilſt they heve beew caxfider i 
| how to p ſecure a Toleration, and es Sith Laws that | 
they never conſeder her-it could be x ped 


RN rok Gi _o ing Magfiracys te 
thang leſ*,: «Fagan E: 
oy 5 = ; EST 
x ſuppoſe no 4, 


OM 4 p 

| lim the Let eons (30 1} ANY yr on 

| oY IE be brought fer Reſpeits ard \Canſe- 
inn hes Fs a PTE s beixotenfer grantedy Thes 
nf the Do : Governmentaly: tht boy 


fe t% db it. bg 7h "there ave indeed weighty Arguments: . 

4inſt ſuch Tolerutionand Apynalag es the- Laws,” drain fron 

7's ill fe ib1;Meany & Ende of it yet. ſeems to be 

woſt cogent, and of greateſt force, =_— i dr awnfom the fund a> 

wental aud principet Cauſe why "tis Uniar wx TT 

againſt the Offize avd Duty of the C cpn_gt Magi racy. 
A. 2 


by this Primiplohoyre ev Pane -f 1 20pws 


ion, but Repealing-the Laws, was 
f ralh Unlewfa Y ate/s better 1 aws conld be made 7 the Go- 
vernmenty9 lang Religion-z; which no, man ? (41 
"think, ſuch Laws i alſo a Penalty ; for," What Force 
or Obligation cay Laws have to this End, without 4 Noon ? 
I have therefore i in this liitle Treatiſe, under the 
Oaffiors i rope pdraithly as poſſible) proved the IE 
Office uni Dnty about py to be Moral and Perp Z 
ot Felonging tothe Old Teſtament Adminiſtration ; jor 2 
thu Principle, I have argued the Unlawfulneſs of 4 general 
roleyaon ky of [uch «Liberty of Conſcience s i oppoſe 
mane Authorit ry and Laws in the matters of R 5/4 ion ; 


nr wa impoſe Lavs onthe Church, in things of Religion 
neceſſary, rey. the Word of Gov ; 1 hive 
boy ian Liberty i rf Td: 


ferences be nhcks Danube or 
be prathis ht 'Jach a | Exberty Relibion in 


ent 10.4 -neral Toleration,or the Difpen- 

ous LETS; ep pinerdayey 3 Fae 
| the NE «nf Popety be noe | 

| phe moſh eel Pretences "elledged on bo Wt. 

Wehat which i here br.efly diſcourfed may obtain its as _ 

end, ro fer the Judgments. es menright, in thoſe great and 

weiph points, the Author will have bs tyd in ex ng 

to publick view which was ff compoſed for his own Abo 


Now to the: King-Eternal, Immortal, Inviſible, the © 
- Wiſe God, be Honour nod Gtory for ever "and ey 
6: ny: |; > WAA 3 2 
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K 

. —_ 
- 


pr quires y leſt any ſhould hence conclude, That «a Humane: 


Four Grand QUESTION S'pro- 


- 


- 


poſed, and: Briefly Anbvered ;-. 
(P 1%.) | 


I. WWhetber it be the Duty of Magifrates under the Goſpel, ts 
promote and preſerve by Laws the True Chriſtian Roligie 

| : 

II. Whether it be lawful for the Chriſtian Magiſtrate to give 4 
general Toler ation of All Religions : par Liberty it 


Religion he ought to Allow. | i 


II. Whether it be lawfal for Subjetts to give their AGFual Con- 
ſent to a general Toleration. 


IV. Whether it be lawful for _ to Conſent to my 


| 4- 
ling theſe Laws, thiut Eſtabliſh and Preſerve the True 
Religion. | ny 


- Of Theſe-in Order. 


oy 
nn. Hm 


I. Whether it be the Duty of Magiſtrates under the Goſpel, te 
promote and preſerve by Laws the True Chriſtian Religion. 

B But here we ſhall not meddle with the divers Forms 

of Lawful Government, hut reſt ſatisfied, that our own 

form of Government is either Beſt in'it ſelf conſidered, or at leaſt 


Beſt for ns. | 
B | By 


Ut before we proceed, it will be neceſſary to lay down;by 
way of Suppoſition, what we underſtand. by Aagi- 
frates, and what by the Trae Chriftian Fellow. 


2 ') 
7 a trdteme bn chiefly the APES Le- 
ower of a Natian, or of a Body politick, not. excluding 


—— Magiſtrates alſo within their mT peCtive limits. 
SNETE ES den ha n 
ar” FL #wORk Bert Moplinkcy is founded, boring Law 


6 Nature, the Moral Law, and alſo is of a Divine Inſtitution, by 
the poſitive Command of God; I} take for a granted Truth, and 
will be _ but by - Mo the Queſtion then ile us is, 
tt tent. of the Magiſtrates Power.: Some will have ignow 
ah Go to refpett only Civil Matters and Moral Jaltice be. 
' that he hath no Authority 'in the mſf:tutiohs of 
ge d Reli jon under the Goſpel. Hence it would follow, thag 
hes not obtip'd®to maintain by Laws the Goſpel- nfticutions. 
But'the- tive'is that whidh I undertake to make good, ard 
that by the following Arguments: | 


+ t From the Efficient Cauſe / a! 
2. From the Formal Cauſe Caf dagtnc 
3- From the Final Cauſe or End 
4A Grow - yo EN and Precedent. 


PYEP 
| | . 


8 CS Loa 
I: That tie ; the Duty of Ma ſooo to pre and preſerve Laws 
the True _— Re _ 6 m the conl ag tp of 

e of oper Fr is av] other than God him- 


the Efficient Cauſe 
folk — be ſaid to-he the Cane, and-fo-the Author; 
of cy, ina threefold reſpect, Vike By h's Law Natural, 


\bR8 Law Natural, implanted and weitred inthe Heatt of 
2 which Mankind is enabled to know ane underſtand both 


neſs, neceſſity, and utility of Polit Hom 
ſeree ea and £:goip the J== Tory Uk 
2. By hi PLaw Moral, thus the Fifth Comman Cans, e 
an bog and enjoineth the the. AEST A een, p. lich 


gael kong of N Magitracy | ive Orginance 
id A eocintniege Thus he on. agiftrates, both Qrdinar 
ry. and Extraordinary, under the old ed Magi And we. find 


alfo - 
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New Teltams | 
Powers. as 
Allawange and 


exation, bt oy bj | 
paintment z therefore ſaid td be org: 
refars the Magiſtrate is aid 10'be 


| | M of 
ence we find, that all that x, © which the Magiſttar 

is called the Finke of God, / CON 6. * The ; 

Geds, P[al. $2. 1, 6. becayſe they. are God's Deputies ahh 

fents, repreſenting his Preſgnce anthis Power-ifi the Wotld. 

.. Now I. canrot reaſonably be wppdpee, that God would Fo de- 


Law 


| (5x6:5 bis Power apd Aajhories in the World to Mapiltrates, and 
| Al 


ly digaifie add'authoriſe theth, byt in ord ; ne ſpeci 
OR bi re to ſe God in the Wotld: And 2 1n4 Iea- 
ſonable, and morally juſt, thatthe Magiſtrate having his Power and 
Authority from God, he ſhould imploy it belt fot his Service inthe 
World, which he carinot do, but y promoting 'ard maintaining 
True Religion. as - 

Secondly, This will-further appear from the conkderation of the 
formal Cauſe of Magiſtracy, to wit, The Laws ; for "tis the Law 
that giveth Form and Being to the Magiſtrate, and. is' the life and 
ſoul - gems gre _— _— AX10ms, Lex facit Regem,--- 
Rex mbhil pateſt, niſs quod jure porcft; Now kawsdo originally-dexive 
all their ? 22.4 from Religion becauſe the Moral Caen] is the 
Supream Law of all Nations, and therefore the Ground a;d/Rule of 
all Humane Laws ; which Law of God, we ſee, doth in the firſt 
place take care for Religion and the Worſhip of God, as the bat. 
tom and ground of all Quties of Moral Juſtice between men. Os 
Saviour tells us, Thatthe firſt and great: Commandment of the Law 
is, to love the Lord our God with all our heart, foul, ſtrength, and mind 
Luk, 19. 27, which doth. indeed include and preſcribe the maſ? 
exact way of Religion and Holineſs that can be. 

Now this Divinc Law being both the Foundation and Direftorsy 
of all other Laws, it muſt therefore follow, That all Humane Laws 
by which Magiſtrates ought to Govern, ſhould in the firſt place pro» 
vide for True Religion and, the ROT of God ;; for the Morah 
Law of God eing the Supra Law, and Rule of Life for all-Man 
kind, is therefore the Rule of all Laws and Goyernment, and 
Humane Laws, that have the true nature of Laws, are grounded on 
ve! B2 | it, 


(4) 
it, ox reducible to it, or elſe theyare but Tyranhical Impoſitions. 
| Fo tharthe jl litical Laws of Nations are ſaid to havea kiff 
Tedheſs in them, hich is to be nnderſtood when they * are 
d(as they ov ©t6 beJon thePrinciples of the Law of God, 
6 | 


their giveth Force and Obligation to them ; 
for the Obllation of Laws ariſeth from the 0 End they 'tend 
unto, and are uſeful for, in conjutiftion with the lawful Authority 
that impoſeth them, | | het: 

' So that now the Law of being the Rule-of humane Laws, 
whereunto they ought to correſpond in all the precepts thereof re- 
otrely z it follows therefore, that the Laws of Magiſtrates, in 
confo to the Law of God, which, we ſee, giverh the ' prefe- 
rence to-frft Table-Daties, ought alſo in the firſt place to provide 

for the Exerciſe of Trae Religion, and the Worſhip of God, as the 
' ground of all other Laws that reſpe& MoralJuſtice amongſt men. 

Titel, From the final Cauſe or End of Magiltracy; which is 


Fl 


1. The Glory of GOD. 
2. The G of Societies. 
3. The Good of the Church. 


= 
| Firs The _ of God ; which as it is the chief and ultimate 
end of Man, ſo of all God's Ordinances and Inſtitutions, for the 
fake and god of Mankind, that in and by them the glory of God 
may be advanced : God then being the efficient Cauſe of Magiſtra- 
Cy, it therefore follows, that his Glory muſt be the principal End : 
now 'tis the proper End and Uſe of Religion, to give glory to God; 
and without the praftice of true Religion, the Divine PerfeCtions 
are not attually adored and advanced. If then the end of Magiſtra- 
'cy b: to advance and ſet up the glory of God- in the World, he 
ought to ſet up and maintain True. Religion, as the greateſt Glory 
can be brought to God in this World. 

Secondly, The good of Societies is the ſubordinate End of Magi- 
tracy z for as the Fnndamental Humane Caufes of Government is 
the Neceffity of it for the Publick Good, fo the End of Magiſtracy 
ja that reſpeR, is, that tho Temporal Good and Tranquillity of So4 
cieties may be prometed and preſerved. 


Now 


(5) 


vhis, (as we liavealrcady,and ſhall further prove thery is) yer never- 
Th to take care for _Rcli- 


fronythe Sctiptures that Fly "us; that 'Godlineſ7 is pro 
ll thiry s, r in. 4 8. but alſo | Y 


on, yet nevertheleſs it thence appears, That the La» of Nature 
raught them not only the neceſſity and obHgation of Government 
_ Laws, but alſo that the ſence of Religion was'the moſt neceſ[a- 
ry Foundation of it. | 45 
And then it will follow, that if any thing of Religion be neceſſary 
for the temporal good of Governments, that the True Religion 1s 
"then beſt of all, and moſt-neceſfary, that being the Sprin Foul 
tainof all Virtaes, from whence is to be drawn, not only the beſt 
Directions for, but the ſtrongeſt Motives and Engagetnents'anto all 
thoſe Duties of Moral Juſtice and Charity amougſt men, whith are 
ſo abſolutely neceſſary, even to the temporal good of Sdtieties. It 
would be eaſic todemonſtrate, that True Religion is certainly the 
| beſt Four dition of all Political Government, and of the Execution 
of Laws, t!1e Obedience of Subjefts, andof the Exerciſe of that Ju- 
ſtice and Charity betwee'r mzn, which only can render the life of 
man peaceableand hr; in this World. * If then the End of Magi- 
ſtracy and Civil Go <ci:1ment were only for the temporal good of 
Soct-tics, yet it would follow, that"tis the Duty of Magiſtrates, to 
advance and maintain True Religion, becauſe it chiefly conducerh, 
and is {6 neceſſary ro'this End. | 
' Thirdly, and laftly, The Special End of Magiſtracy is for the 
good of rhe-Charch, and that becauſe Magiſtracy 1s not a meer na« 
tural and humane Policy, but an Ordinance of God, ſtill remaining 
ſach now under the Goſpe]!; Rom. 13.1. 
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Bp £64 Heathen Nas 
ICC Power is.truly ſaid tobe 
caufe & of Magiſtracy is foynged-9n4ijs / - 
5; nod Excatlano! of this Pawer hathrbeen 2 

nm 


| Ny gs verted from the; proper 
and ES Ld appointed of TEEN ſexy the Ambitivo ye 


Tyranny, and Lufts.of men ; the ground ard, occalion of which 

roceeds. from the ſame common Origical with all other Immoras? 
ries in the life of man, to wir, the "defection of mankind from 
the depravity of the Hu:rane Nature by.Sin, But as/tis 
ng, wonder, that the Ends of Magiſtracy are erred; 
y 7 in, thoſe Natioos that have forſaken God and fallen to I- 
atty.; ſa *tis no Argument,that Magiſtracy is only for the world, 
as ſome ſuppo e, ard not eſpecially for the good of the Church. 

wehad, that to this end was Magiſtracy appointed by Gad 
under: Cod Leg ut, while the Church of Godin the firſtA- 
eof the world,was kn in ſmall-Families, & ſometime only ino 

Family - , their Civil Government cannot ſo os ape -be cal 
Political, belanging to a.State cr Common-we as Oeccnomi- 
cal, or the  governmentof.a Family : Yet we-fnd, that then the care 
of Religion did belong to the Lord or Governour of the Family. 
Andifdeed,* afl Tawful Government whatſoeyer; being-from-GOD, 
doth carry in.ig-an Qbheation to the Care of Religion, for thoſe 
under, their power. Thus God ſaith of Abraham, Gen. 18119; 
I know him, that be will command hu Children and bis Tee after 
him, and they ſhall keep the way of the Lord. 


p ww, ' But 
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But when the. ViſſdltChnrch-of tow hs, was 
mneltipiied 4nro@ Body: pn avli < ome holi 
af < Sgyptiar Bandage, and>ſ Arras wet 


tical Bedy-or Common-wealth, God himſelf elf Iotiatel an ger} or 
ſtate of Magiltr2cy, to tonrinue in' all their fey, Die, 16, i8. (be 
ſides. NY —_— from! ri 
ua, Oc.) to the Sapream | 
ba eU the Care bf the tight) adminiftration 
Worſhip of God, as welt: ag of 'CividJi 
ou Rei ngſes God himſelf wacketh os x50t © aprons 
ation of having a over IDS 
Us ce and chaty. wherebntot 
"And tho' under the'Gofpdh th_gab 
World were i the-fivit Ages bAth&Chriltiah - Oh 
been; for the moſt part, ever ſince the: 


be-= 


doth not therefove follow, that ibecauſet they have: NE: 
their power, that- it ought not to have bee the 
Churches good, under the Goſpel for we find a 161d 


$; ahd-promiſed alſo to thoGoſpel-Charehz tha 5 4 uy4 
ho bis-auw firg<Ks, and Qutens bbs nurſing Others.” 
Andthis prediction'and promiſe harl: iti it the force LOB ERA 
ofs Command; napon all-Kings atid Magiſtrares in the World, not 
only to believs in Chriſt, but to becorne mirſing-Fathers | to ” 
Corel; which Expreſſion cannot imply leſs"if it; than to in ihpop 
-PowWer-and Care, as Magiſtrates, 5 promote; ſreebur, andde» 
6 Chorch, Hefice Kifizs are. exhorted to H/5 rhe Son, Pf. 2.12. 
whighis a token of Homage an#Subje&ion to'Chriſt, who is now 
Kin of kings, and Lord of l5rds, Rev."19. 16. And all Power in Hea- 
vin-and Exrth i wez unto him, Mat.38.18, And therefore ſome 
wonle have all Megiſtratical Power 16 be derived from Chrift, as 
he is Mediator of the Chorch. , 
Moteover,-if we corffider how mnch good vides ard godly Ma- 
piſtrates way do to-the-.Chureh, it will from thence further appear, 
That Magiſtracy, under the Goſpel, is for the good of the Church, 
as bypromoting its Intereſt; /preſerviug its Priviledges and. Ordi> 


mances, ſippreſſing Heretesy pirging"out Corruptions,' o at 


hs Enemies, &c. - Now'we'argoe thus; thar, If God 


tho/Chriſtian Magiftiiite, by his power 'and place in the Wo 
capable of doifg {> much good for the © hurch, * tis. certain > 
that 


— 


(V) 


that he iis morally obliged th-do7:ig, for-that! Every: | mis 
Place nd Cs th for the ſake of the Church, to deck: its Good. 


Fs, 122. 9. Beoghſe,of abe bouſt-of:the Lord our God," I will ſeek thy 
Fourthly, The. 


giſtrates.yn Goſpel, t@:-promote and preſerve;True Religion, 
15 drawn ah. rom, Seriprure-procept and-Precedent. | 
As for $6 Precept, we find, that: by the Low of God, Signs 
inſt, Rehgion aod Divine Worſhip, which reſpeCt the firſt Ta- 
commands; were -t9- be ſcyerely puniſhed by the Magiſtrate, 
Thus the-Blaſphemer, was to be pat to death, Lev. 24. 16, The falſe 


Prophetor Teachercthat would draw off any fromthe true Wor- 
ſkip of or;-hin gr-her-that committed Idolatry, were to be put 
$0 death,.z Devr.i1 3. 9,174; 20d the City that fe) to {dolatry ; was 


to be ſ{mitte orig Ther the $word, Demt. 13.15 Now-the 
aLe DE [ 
God agal Aaoers, 


ring th Sword of Juſtice, and beingthe Avenger of 
rity and DireCtign this was-to beidone. - | | 


evil tis tobe underſteod, that by-his Autho- 
400" Tis. 3 
And for Scriptuze-Precedent, we hnd;that thoſe-that 
Rings and Megiſtrerxunder the Old Teſtament,purged tao 
from {dolatry, when corrupted, and reſtored the true Worſhip of 
Ged, cauſed both Prieſts and People to keep the Law of the Lord. 
"Thus gocd Hezekjab ſuppreſieth Idolatry, and feiteth up; the true 
"Worſhip of God, 2:Kmps, 18,4. Joſs4s did the like, and few. atl 
the Prieſts of the. bigh places, 2 King. 2.3. 20. '- Teh» deſtroyed 
the Worſhippers of Baal, 2 King.. 10. 25. And King 4/4 wi 
.people made a Law, That whoſoever would not ſeek-the, Lord 
God of Iſrael, ſhould be put to death, 2 Chron. 15. 13.. And theſe 
are approv'd for fo doing ; whereas thoſe Kings that took no care 
of Religion, but did cither {.t-up Idolatry, or did not ſuppreſs.it, 
, are branded for ſuch as did evil in the ſight of the Lord...', !/ + 
Objett. But'it will be objefted, That what the Magiſtrate-thus 
did under the Old Teftament, for the Cauſe of Religion, was: but 
the Execution cf.God's own Laws, which he was obliged: to d5, 
but that this is n> Precedent far Chriſtian Magiſtrates under the 
Goſpel, becauſe thoſe Laws are.now abrogated, and there are no 
new Laws preſcribed by God under, the Goſpel, for the. inflicting 
of any puniſhments, either pecuniary or corpora), for any Offences 
againſt Religion ; and therefcre the Magiſtrate hath no Authority 
to make Penal Lays for this end. Anſs. 


laſt Argument to prove, that 'tis the Duty of Ma- | 
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». Anſw: Tho" be,granted, That the Goſpel / preſcribes no pu- 
niſkments for Offences eeainſt Rehigion ; and that the Judicial Law 
alſo, as it was peculiar to that Nation, fo is not preciſely b nd:ng 
on-any Natien under the Goſpel ;- yet it will not therefore follow, 
that Mzgiſtrates may-not make Feral Laws for Offences againſt Re- 
ligicn ;: tos then upon. that ground he may not make.kaws for Of- 
fences againſt .Second-Lable-Commands, as. urrher, Adnlery, 
Th ft, &c., for the New Teſtament, doth not preſcribe any. Anu 
therefore, on this account, ſome have been-ſo wikd, to think that 
no.corporal puniſhments ſhould be inflicted under the Goſpel, by 
Chriſtian men, 

But *ris generally agreed by all, That the natural and-mqral part 
of the Law of 4o/es, (to wit) thatwhich is founded on/Reaſon-and 
Moral Juſtice, is {till obligatory, on; all Nations 3-and ?ris' certain, 
that a great part cf the Judicial Law is. but an Expoſitian and En- 
fcrcement ot the natural and moral Law of God : Hence maſt of 
the Penalties infl:@ted by that Law, for Offences againſt any of the 
Precepts of the moral Law, we may-fnd that the realon-and ground 
of the Penalty may in many things. be drawn from the, moral .na- 
ture of the Crime, as well as from the Will of God preſcxibing the 
kind of Penalty. Now it cannot be d:nicd, that where- the reaſon 
aid ground of the Penalty, for-ſuch and ſuch Offences, - is natural 
and moral, there thoſe Penal Laws are fo fir ſtill in fotce; thas 
they remain en Record, bath as Precedents and Engagements on all 
Nations, to. make Laws ia conf,rmity to them, -And-ſurely,where 
we cannot ſo clearly ſee the reaſon of the penalty, yer where the 
Offence againſt the Law of God is the ſame there the Will of God 
impoſing penalties, for ſuch and ſach Offences againſt -his Law, is 
the beſtRule ardPattern for theLaws of allMagiſtrates inthe world. 

Now, If the Abolition of the Jewiſh; Pedagogy, ard (their-Civil 
State, for » hich theſe Penal Laws were more: petuliarly. adapted; 
doth'not null the power cf the Chriſtian Magiſtrate, to make Penal 
Laws, for the Violation of Sccond-Tahle-Commands, as for /Hur- 
ther, Wheredom, Theft, &c. Why ſhould it any more null his power 
to make Penal Laws, for the Violation of Firſt-Table-Comyrands, 
as for ldelatry, Skper ſtu on, Blaſphemy,&c, for the Firſt-Talle-Cow - 
mands have ſti] the precedent Ol4:gation ro the Second 1 and the 
Violation of them have the ſame moral Obliquity and Guilt as un+ 
der the Law ? Thcreforc Laws to puniſh thoſe Sins; bave the ſame 

1 Reaſo.1 
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. Reaſor and:moral Juſtice in them as the other: Henceit will follow 
that Magiſtrates are undef equal Obligations to-impoſe ſuch Laws 
as the other. | | 
- * Objett. ' But it will be further objefted; That Jeſus Chriſt hath on- 
ly appointed, under the Goſpel, the Miniſtry of the Word (which 
is theSpiritual Sword) for the propagating and maintaining the 
ChriſtianReligion : And Men are invited "to believe and em 
this Religiot- upon free Choic@and ElefQion; and upon principles of 
pure Cenviftion and Conſcience, and not compelled or forced to it 
by the power of the Sword ; and that 'ris-not agreeable to the 
Goſpel Diſpenſation, that the Chriſtian Religion ſhould be promo- 
ted by a Temporal power, or men puniſhed for diſob:dience to it. 
- Anſw. For anſwer, this miſtake of denying rhe Anthority of 
the Civil _—_ in the matters of Religion, comes to paſs, hy 
not diſtinguiſhing between thoſe two diſtinft Offices, viz. of the 
AM.niſtry, and of the Magiſftracy ; which are Offices'of a different 
Order, that have each their pecnliar Properties and Imployments, 
tho' bath to the great and general end of the Glory of God, and 
zIſo the Good of the Church : The Miniſterial Oſbce is properly 
founded '6n Chriſts Commiſſion, as Mediator of the Church, to 
whow are committed the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, both of 
DodGrin and of Diſcipline ; but the Office of theMagiſtracy is of a- 
nother Order, and founded on God's Law, as he is Recor of the 
Wor'd, to whom is committed the Sword ef Foſtice, and that not 
only' between man and man, but between God and man, Magi- 
ftracy therefore is not properly a Goſpel, but a moral Inſtitution. 
Now, as the-Goſpel doth not abrogate, but on the contrary doth 
eſtabliſh the Obligations of the moral Law, Rom. 3. 13. ſo by con- 
nence i: doth not null either the Office, or any part of the mo- 
ral Daty-of the Office of Magiſtracy, but on the contrary doth ra- 
tifieand"confirmiit;] as'ir doth allother matters of moral Duty and 
Keligion. | 
is true alſo, that bur Saviour only appointed the Miniſtry of 

the Word for the propagation of the Goſpel, for he came into the 
world if the quality of a Prophet and Miniſter, and © propagated 
his Religion, and in that Capacity commiſſionated and ſent forth 
his Apoſtles and Goſpel-Miniſters : He did not intermeddle with 
the Office of the Magiſtracy, but left that to ſtand on its own bot- 
tom.,as founded on the Law and Ordinance of Ged ; for tho' _— 

| a King, 
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a King, yet his Kingdom were ſpiritual, and not of this world xz 
and therefore as ke took not the power of the Temporal Sword 
himſelf, (as he'might have dore upon Divine Right) ſo he gave 
no ſuch pawer to any ofthe Miniſterial Order, 

And we find alſo that God Almighty, in whoſe power are the 
Hearts of Kings and Magiſtrates, did not uſe their Power .and Au- 
thority for the promotion and advancement of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, at the firſt ; which he might have done, by-effettually cal. 
ling and converting them by his Grace, as well as others, and: fo 
inclining their Hearts to improve their Power and Office. for his 
Glory, as was their Duty to do ; but he did not, and that, no 
doubt, in great wiſdom, that ſo the Goſpel being propagated, by 
ſuch weak and contemptible Inſtruments as the Apoſtles were, 
without the concurrence of the Civil Power, yea. and. aga nft ſuch 
great oppoſition from them, might be given to the world one. of 
the moſt convincing Evidenges that could be, of the truth of the 
Chriſtian Religian. mw 

Bur it doth not follow thence, but that it wasthep the Duty of 
Magiſtrates, even when they were Enemies to Chriſt, both to be» 
| lieve in him, and to imploy their Power for the Advancement of 
God's True Religion and VVorſhip, for this they were morally 
oblig'd to do from the nature of their Office. And therefore Chriſt's 
imploying the Goſpel-minifters in a Miniſterial way, doth not dif 
ſolve thoſe Obligations that lie upon the Magiſtrate, by the moral 
Law of God, to take care for the Advarcement and Security.of 
True Religion ; for ſecing the Office of Magiſtracy is c >ntiuned 
under the Goſpel, we need no Nzw Teſtament-Precepts to inforce 
his Duty inthis reſpeCt, which is incumbent on him,not immediate» 
ly by any Goſpel-precept, but by a previous Obligation, aate- 
cedent to the Goſpel-Miniſtry, which is moral and perpetual, inhe- 
rent in his yery Office and Dignity ; that having Authority. from | 
God, and being in his Stead in the world, ſhould. implopy his power 
beſt for God's ſervice and glory. 

And as the Magiſtrate is not diſoblig'd to promote. and preſerve 
True Religion under the Goſpel, from the office of the.Goſpel-Mis 
niſtry, imployed to that end, neither is it diſagreeable with the 
Goſpel Diſpenſation, that he ſhould dg; fo, more ;thag .tormerl 
under the Law; for the difference letween the Law 02hs Guſpe 
d2th not lie in any oi the moral Obligations of Religion, but chiez 
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+ fly inthe Poſitive, and Typical,and Ceremonial pare,which is now 
fulfilled by the Coming of Chriſt,and ſo done away : but the moral 
part :s ſtill the ſame, as under the 0!d Teftament, and thoſe few po- 
ſitive DoCtrines and Inſtitutions, that are peculiar ts the Goſpel, 
are all included in the motal Law ; for the Firſt-Table Command- 
ments do comprehend all the Doctrines and Ordinances of the Go- 
ſpel, and require belief of them, and obedience to them ; and in- 
deed, the moral Law doth comprehend the whole Duty of- man; 
for it requireth Belief in whatſoever God ſhall reveal, and Obedi- 
ence to wha:ſ-erer He ſhall command. | . 

Now I argue thus ; That if the whole I aw of God be the Fonn- 
dation and Rnle of Laws and Magiftracy, (a5 we rt6fed before}then 
certainly the Magiſtrate is Keeper of both *Tab'es' of the Law; 
or clſe he is Keeper of neither. | Hence it will then follow, 
that all the Goſpel Inſtitutions, thus included in- the Firſt- 
Table-Commands, areuhder the care of the Magiſfacy, as well as 
thoſe Duties that reſpect the Second-Table-CommanYs: 

* Thus *tis very dear; That the Magiſtrate under the Goſpel is 
bound by the Law of God to imploy his -power gn&care- for true 
Religion, and the VVorſhipof God. - Andif-, thee ought, no 
gonbt, to make Laws for the promotion and ſippott-vFir, for that 
the power and office of Magiſtracy is exerted by Lays, -to which. 
Laws 'tis neceſſary that there be a Sanftion of Penaltts upon the 
Breach of them ; for if the Magiſtrate have only a mandative and 
preceptive power in thematters of Religion, and nobsÞfower toin- 
Ft Penaltics for the Violation of Laws, he may be faidTo bar the 
Sword in vain in that reſpect. And tis neceſſary to Laws, that they 
be backed with Peralties, not only to-further obedience, but alſo to 
mairftatn'the honour of the Law,and the authority ofthe Magiſtrate. 

But as to the Magi rates forcing perſons to believe Chrift, this 
Fe cannot do, becauſe Faith is an Att of the Underſtanding and the 
V ViILz but where the Faith of Chriſt is not generdY, profelſed he 
may both require the Attendance of the Perſon. olr-the pab!ick 
preaching of the Wo-d, and aMo prohivit and ſuppreR alt publick 
Frofeſſion and praRtice of [dolatry andYalfe P.chgio'; But th:s is 
n*t:the Caſc'in ſuch-Ghvernments, v. here all have taken ap the 
profeſtion of Chriſt 'and his trve Religion, at leaſt;jn the ſpeculative 
en+dodrinal part of it, and have vowed by Baptiſm to adhere to 
that Keligion-both in (profeſſion and practice: © Alſo wheie Tome 
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havetaken on-them the Miniſterial Function in the. Church , and 
thereby have obliged themfelves to the Duties of the ſame. in theſe 
caſes, doubtleſs, the Chriftian Magiſtrate may, according to theex- 
ample of god Kings, under the O1d Teſtament, require and cauſe 
by go:.d Laws, b5th Miniſters and People todo their reſpective Du- 
ties in Religion, and impoſe penalties for defeCtions or neglets a- 
grceable to the merit of the fault z and for grievous Offences againſt 
Religion, as 7do'arry, Hereſie, Blaſphemy, &e. when they are certain 
and apparent, may donhtles inflict corporal puniſhments , after 
the example of God's owh Laws. - 

* And that the infliction of carporal puniſhments for great Offen-= 
ces :gainlt Religion, ' is.not difagreeable with the Goſpel Diſpenſa- 
tion, appears plainly by the Examples of -St. Peter, ' AZ. 5. 16. 
who alan an extraordinary Authority, above tha: ofthe Miniſtry, 
did wonderfully put H#an:a and Sphira to death, for Sxcril.dge 
and Lying z and #aul ſtrook Elymas the Sorcerer with Blindneſs for 
oppoſing the Goſpel, A&.' 13. 11. which miraculous waies of pu- 
niſhments were accommodated to that preſent ſtate of the Church, 
in the want of Chriſtian Magiſtrates, to ſuccour and defend it,who' 
were then far from maintaining the Intereſt of the Church; that 
they were the greateſt Enemies to it,and Perſecuters of it : tut yet 
nevertheleſs thoſe Examples prove, that corporal puniſhments for 
great Offences againſt Religton, 'are conſiſtent with the Goſpel 
Difpeniation. 

Thus, thope, | bave ſufficiently proved the power and duty of 
the Magiſtrate under the Goſpel, to promete and maintain by Laws 
the T7xe Religicn, and ſo paſs on to rhe Second Queſtion, 


QUEST. I 

Whether it be lawful for the Chriſtian Magiſtrate to pive a 

general Toleration of all Religions ; or, what Liberty in 
Religion he owght. to allow. 


Arnſw, TO this I anſwer in the Negative, That-he may rot givea 
general lolcrati:n of all Religions : Put what hath 

been laid downa d proved.in Anſer to the former Queltizn,may 
indeed (crve for an Anſwer likewiſe in part both to this and- the 
following QC veſt.ons, which will be eaſily and plainly agfivered in 
the Negative, upon ſuppoliition of the Truth of the former Hypo- 
- thelis, 
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theſis, namely, That 'tis the Duty of the Magiſtrate to promote and 
maintain the True Religion : From thence it will follow, that he 
way neither givea general Toleration of all Religiors, nor theSub- 
jects Conſent to ſuch a Toleration, or to the repealing the Laws 
that eſtabliſh and preſerve the True Religion. - 

That be may nat gite a geveral Tolerarion of all Religions ;, 1 urge 

therefore, S014 oo folk 

Faf, From the Inconſiſteney of giving ſuch a Toleration with 
his Duty to promote and maintain the Trae Religion, for thence 
it will follow, that he ought not (willingly at leaſt) to tolerate any 
but the True Religion; and that he ought alſo to endeavour by all 
expedient and lawful means, to ſuppreſs and exterminate all 1do» 
latry & Falſe Religion. Andtho' (as we noted before )the Magiſtrate 
cannot force any without the Viſible Church to believe in Chriſt , 
yet no doubt *tis his Duty, where the True Religion is not generally 
known and.-profeſt, not only to provide that the Ignorant and Er- 
roneous Pcople may be well inſtruted- in the True Religion, but 
alſo to prohibit and ſuppreſs the publick Profeſſion and PraQtice of 
Idolatry, Hereſie, Blaſpheimy, and ſuch-like, as being ſo repugnant 
and prejudicial to the True Religion, which he is obliged to pro- 
mote and maintain : But to givea Toleration &f theſe, and of all 
Religions whatſcever, is fo far from ſuppreſſing it, that 'tis not 
only an Allowance of .it, but a kind of ſetting it up. 

Secondly, It may b2 further proved Unlawfu 
of God on the Magiſtracy ef the Old Teſtament, to ſuppreſs all 
- falſe Prophe's, Teachers, and Idolaters, Dew. t 3. 2, 6, 10. ] 

Thirdly, From the Example of all good Kings and Magiſtrates, 
that d:d fo, and are approved for ſo doing, 

And, Laſtly, Fr;m the great injury and |-urt that the Cauſe of 
True Religion-andthe, Church of Gad is like'te receive by fuch a 
Toleration, by giving occaſion to Satan by falſe Teachers, to in- 
feſt the Church with the Seeds of Falſe DoCtrincs, and to corrupt 
the pure Worſhip of God, with 1dolatry and Snperſtition ; which 
the Chriftizn Magiſtrate, as a Watchman ovcr the Church, ſhould 
labcur to prevent. 

This, in ſhort, might ſerve ſufficiently to demonſtrate the unrea- 
ſonableneſs and great impiety of ſuch a Toleration, but becauſe a 

- general Toleratien-under the ſpecious pretence of Liberty of Con- 
ſcience, hath been, and is a matter fo vehemently argned for by ma- 
' ny; 
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ny, 1 ſhalt a little enquire into the nature and ground of this-Liber-= 8g 

ty of Conſcience pleaded for, by which I preſume, mo! anderſtand. 

nothing elſe, but an Exemption from the Obligation of all-humane 

Laws in the matters ofReligion ; therefore I ſhall in the firſt place 

examine thoſe Grounds, —o which ſuch a Liberty of Conftience 

ſeems to beclaimed and pleaded for, which being found rotten.and 
unſound, ſuch a Toleration will then-furtherappear uplawfulto be 
given by the, Chriſtian Magiſtrize, : And then, Secondly, L ſhall 
further examin what that lawful Liberty is inthe matters of Reli- 
gion, which of Divine Right ought tobe allowed by the Magiſtrate 

to every Chriſtian. | | : 

Firſt, Concerning ſuch a Liberty,of Conſcience 25 is oppoſed ta 
all hyman Laws, in matters/of Religion, I ſhall enquire into-'theſe 
things. | © (19 | 
Fob, What Qblization of humane Laws there is upon'the Con- 
ſcience in the things of Religion. 

Seeond(ly, 'W hether an Erroneous Conſcience do exempt from the 
Obligation of Juſt Laws. OTLAETENS. 

Thirdly, Whether the conſideration of an Erroteous Conſcience, 
under the infliftion of a Penalty on ſuch a Perſon tobe Unjuſt ; 
Of theſe very briefly. 

Firſt, As to the Qbligation of hamaneLaws upon the Conſcience, 
we acknowledge, that 'tis only the Law of God, that doth imme- 
diately bind the Conſcience, becauſe theConſrience is only ſabje& 
to God, and under his Authority. alone.z the Magiſtrate hathonly 
power over the Body ard outward pradtice, but yer nevertheleſs 
the Conſcience is b>und by the Law of God to obey all lawful and 
juſt Commands of the Magiſtrate. Now thoſe Laws of the Magi- 
ſtrate about Religion, that are but the Inforcement of God's own 
Commands and Inſtitutions, have a double Obligation-upon the 
Gonſgience,both by Vertue of the immediate. Divine Authority ap- 
pointing them,as alſo from the Command of God requiring Obedi- 
ence-to humane Authority chicfty in ſach things. + ; 

Secondly, Neither doth an Erroneous Conſcience exempt 'from 
the Obligation of uit Laws; for tho" every man frave-d Judgment 
of private diſerction jn-and abour what he! ought! todo in Religh- 
on: !yet.if he- judge erronewully: of whar'is juſtly required by: Laws 
tobe dence, his Judgment and errcneaus: Conſcience therein, doth 
not exempt him from the Obligation of thoſe Commands ; fortho? 
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, ow true, _ he Aug imp on an dong Conſcience; yet - 
ce oughtt6 lay 4t Gown, agd xo att; and" if it'be a nec 

Duty, tie ins if he do'tiot. nds owner: 

Thirdly, Neither will the inflition of a Penalty be unjuſt, thatis 
laid on a-Perfon, for doing or omitting that which he is led to by 
an erroneous Conſcience : This is the grand miſtake abut Ziberiy 
of Conſcience, that b;caufe” every.man harth'/a liberty to. judge for 
himſelf, wtiar he ought'to doin Religion; that therefore, if lic jitige 

errotteouſly,yet he ought to be- tolerared infodoing ; No, he ought 
to lay down his erroneous Conſcience, or elſe, as: he fins, ſo he juſt= 
ly ſuffers from Authority in following the DiQtatesof it : But, thit 
he linsin folloiving an erroneous ConTience,l think no one of ſenſe 
will deny ; fer if is be lawful fora man-to* aR'in Religion, accore 
ding to the DiQates of his own Conſcience, when tis errorieous, 
then *tis lawful for him to commit | /delatry, ſpeak Blaſphemy, &c. 
if his Conſcience lead him to ic. Therefore, if the Plea of an erro- 
nedus Conſcience will not free. a "Man from the Guilr of thoſe Sins 
that he is led into by it, then certainly it-will not 'exertipt a Man 
from the Juſt Obligation of Puniſhment, from the- Magiſtrate, for 
thoſe Sins; who is the Avenger of God againſt all evil Doers : And 
the Magiſtrate doth offer no Violence to CHOY either re- 
quiring/Obedience, or exacting the Penalties for Diſobedience to 
Juſt and Righteous Commands, for if Mens erroneous Confſciences 
wilt'not ſuffer them to Obey, *cis no force upon Conſcience for the 
outward:Man tb bear the Penalty. | 

But beſides, If ſuch a Liberty of Conſcience be doe to every man,as 
ſhall exempt'him-from the Obligation of all humane Laws in the 
matters of Religion, it will then follow, that the Magiſtrate hath 
no Authorityin the matters of Religion, and fo it will. null the chie- 
feſt of his Office ; for where there is no Obligation-to Obedi- 
ence, there cinb{: no Authority ro'Command, thole being Correla- 
tives, and cannct beons wirhout the other. 

But to conclude this particular, If it be ſo as we have proved, 
thatthe Conſcience be bound by ſuch humane Laws, the matter of 
which is the-Inforcemenr of God's own/Commandls and Inſtitutions, 
ve pert erraneous Conſcience doth-not-exempt a Mar from 

Obligation of futh Laws;'\nor- render the Penalty inflicted for 
breakirg of them to be Unjuſt, ther cerrainly there is no ſach 15- 
berry of Conſcience as an Exemption fromall.humane Laws m_ Re: 
wr tin igion 
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ligion due to any Chriſtian, ard therefore ought not to be granted 
by the Chriſtian Magiſtrate. 


Secondly, 1 proceed r.ow to the ſecond thing propoſed, to-wit; ; 


What that lawfal Liberty is in the matters of Religion, which. of 
Divine Right ought to be Allowed by the Magiſtrate ; for tho? we 
have aſſerted and proved the Duty and Power of the Magiſtrate, to 
make Laws for the promotion and maintenance of True Religing, 
yet we may not think that the Magiſtrate can by Laws intrench up- 
on any of the Rights, Liberties, and Dmenget whick of Divine 
Right do belong to the Chriſtian Religion, which. he is obliged tg 
maintain every Chriſtian in the Enjoymentof : Or, ' That any. hu: 
mane Power hath ſuch an exorbitant and unlimited Authority of 
unpoſing Rights and Ceremonies on the Church as they think good; 
which Principle hath been the ground of ſo many Corruptions im- 
oſed in the Church of Rome ; and indeed upon which Principle may 
e brought upen the Chriſtian —_— by the reſtraint of. Liberty 
in indifferent things, and the Impolition of Ceremonies, a greater 
Yoke and Burthen than was impoſed by God's own Law. But we 
may not think that God hath now freed the Chriſtian Religiov under 
the Goſpel, from the Bondage of his own Ceremonies, and yet left 
them under a humane Power to impoſe what they think good. 

But we deſire, that what is faid on this Subje&t by way of Argu- 
mentation, may not be interpreted a preſcribing to Authority, or 
limiting their Power; and therefore we humbly. conceive, that the 
Magiſtrate hath Power in the matters of Religion, to impoſe no- 
thing but that which is lawful, certain, and neceflary. - Hence then 
he may not.injoyn inReligion things that are 

I. Suxfel. 
Either, < 2. Doubtful. 
3 Tg Indifferent. 

Firſt, Not things Sinful : This, Ithink, will be acknowledged by 
all, That no humane Power can lawfully require to be done that 
which is in it ſelf /rf«l.And if any ſuchLaws axe made, they muſt ne- 
ceſſarily be void.in themſelves, as to any Obligation to Obedience, 
having not the proper matter of Laws, which-mult alwaies be ſome 
uſeful Good. 

Secondly, Not things Donbef:l and Uncertain. in Religion ; and 
ſuch things we call Do»brful and Uncertain,that really in, themſelves 
and in the Judgment of many learned and good Men, bave no,appas, 
rent Foundation. the Word of God 37 for the Magiſtrate gan wakg 
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Laws in the Traffers of Religion, only of fach things as Chriſt hath 
commanded, and to do them decently and orderly, becauſe there is 
bur offs Legiſlor and Law-giver in and over the Church, Chr,# 
Teſs, Film. 4. +8. Afd humane R__ hath no proper Dittato- 
ty or Ltgillative Power, but only a Miniſtratory and DrreCtive one, 
in eDEWaIngs of Religiott; therefore whatever the Magiſtrate corm- 
rands im Religion, muſt be the obſervation of the Laws of Chriſt in 
the Chareh, ad not his own Laws: for the ftate of the Church is 
rot Hike 4 Civil Body, that humane Laws are the conſtitntive form 
6f it ;, but the Chareh and all its Laws, Privitedges, and Liberties, 
ae all foonded onthe Word of God. Thrs, as nnder the Law, alt 
that Power whith the Magiſtrate then had about Religion, was di- 
refted and limitted by the Word of God, thoſe things which God 
tad mſtifured 2nd appointed in his Worſhip to be done, he was to 
t#e care for the due obſeryation of it, but was not to atl4 thereto, 
hoy diminiſh from if, Deme. 12. 32. So nnder the Goſpel, all the 
Power of MagNre es in the matters of __ is in fich things 
ac ate plaifly preſcribed in the Word of God, or by evident con- 
Fqnence deductible from it ; and what is not ſo,may be called athing 
Donbrful arid Uncertain at the beſt, and therefore ſhould not be in- 
ger Nor th ht ly Id By th aft 
Thirdly, Nor in thitigs merly Þ:different > By things md ferent, 1 
= Oey, nor him oe by any Divine Law. Now 
there is a two-fold neceſſity of things, the cne Natural and Incrin- 
firal, the other Circamſtantial or Accidental only ; and of Drdiffe. 
rere things, ] call that fo, that is Intrinfical and in its own nature 7: 
different, yet ſuch indifferent things by reafott of circ 1imſtances a- 
bout neceſſary things, or by Accident, may become eithzr inexpe- 
dient, and alſo ſcandalous, and ſo nnlawful, or they may become 
expedient, and ſo circumſtantially neceſſary. Now that, in Religion, 
that inerinſically and in its own nature is neceſſary, or elſe is nece- 
Pry, by reafon of Circamftance or Accident, is the only proper 
rhdtter of Laws; & what is not fuch, Icalla thing meerly /ndeferenrt. 
Now fach'things ſhould not be pnt into. Laws that are either, 
v. Mleerly Trdifferent, 2. Much les when fuch indifferent things be- 
become inexpedient ; and, 3. Leaſt of all, when they became fcan- 
dalous. | 
Fiſt, Such things about Religion that are in their own nature in- 
different, and have no Cireumitantial neceſſity attending it that re- 
gifres a Reſtraing, is that wherein Chriſtians ought to have their 
4 liberty, 
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liberty, and not to be reſtrained by Laws : becauſe if Authority can 
reſtrain Chriſtian Liberty, further than in things neceſlary, barely, 
upon their own Authority ard Willy they may upon hc fame! 
Foundation take off all liberty in things indiffexent, But this they 
cannot do juſtly, without wreng, becauſe liberty. in things iodiffes 
rent is a Branch of that Chriſtian Liberty we have by the Goſpel, 
ard is an Appendix to the very Eſſence of the Chriſtian Religion, 
Gal. 5.1. 1 Cor. 10. 23. Now, as the Magiſtrate cannot juſtly de- 
rive any Man of any of his Civil Rights and Properties, withous 
juſt reaſon and cauſe; much leſs may he deprive us of any of eur re+ 
ligious Rights and Priviledges, without a jolt and neceſſary cauſe; 
and liberty in things indifferent, being one of theſe Rights, we 
ought therefore to be preſerved in theenjoymeat of it, and not. to 
be brought under a reſtraint therein, ſaith the Apoſtle, x Cori6:1 2, 
Al things are lawful for me, but I will not be brought »:nder the power. uf 
any thing ;, by atithings, he means things indifterent and la fad 0n- 
ly, and nat neceſliry, yet would not be brought under the power of 
any of theſe. Which proves, that no Chriſtian ſhould be. braught 
by Laws, under a power either of doing or not doing things in their 
own nature and vie only indifferent andlawful : And the Scripture 
in divers places aſſerts the liberty of Chriſtians in things-indifferenc, 
1 Cor. 10. 23. Rom. 14. 3, 5- And weſce alfo.that onr Saviour vir- 
dicated his Diſciples, in uſing their liberty in the forbearance "of a 
thing in its own nature indifferent, tho” injoined by Authority, fer. 
15- which proves alſo, that Autbority,'as it may not impoſe things 
meerly indifferent, ſo cannot make them neceſlary- when impoſed. 
And indeed, if it had bcen lawful to reſtrain Chriſtians of their lis 
berty in things indifferent, how ealie had it. b en for the Apoſtle 
Paul to have tilenc'd all Diſputes about the obſervation of Meats 
and Days,and ſuchlike indift.rent things,by det:rminining the pra- 
ftice of Chriſtians in thoſe thingson one ſide or other,by tome Law 
or Canon, and by directing the Church in after-rimes.inthe likecas 
ſes, to make Lawsin order to heal and take off ſach Differences: 
but becauſe be did not, but on the contrary doth ſo frequently af- 
ſert the liberry of every Chriſtian in thingsindifferent, to nfſe with 
prudence and charity; it follows therefore, that ſuch Laws ſhould 
not be made, which violate and infringe Chriftian I'berty. 
Secondly, But much lefs may indifferent things be impoſed, when 
they become ine: pedient ; which they do 1m Religion, when they 
are unprofitabje, and tend not t- _ Thus the Apoſtle, 
' 2 I Core 
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1:Cor.10. 23. Alt things are lawful for me, biit all things are not expe-' 
dirnt : all things are Lawfal for me, but all things edifie nor. Where the: 
latter Clauſe expounds the former; ſuch lawful things as donor edi- 
fie; are not expedient, and therefore not to- be put into Laws, be- 
cauſe-all- humane Authority, in- the-matters of Religion, is only for 
edification, 2 Cor. 10.8. 13. 10. therefore ſuch Conſtitutions a- 
bout Religion ceaſe to oblige, when they ceaſe toedifie, becauſe the 
Obligation to obey in the things of Religion, can extendno farther 

than the Authority to command ; which we ſee is only things for 

edification. - 

Thirdly, Leaſt of all ſhould indifferent things be impoſed, when 
they, become ſcandalous, for then the uſe of them becomes in moſt 
caſes unlawful and. ſinful, and therefore much more unlawful to be 
impoſed by Laws. And indeed, this is the great reaſon why Indiffe- 
rend things ſh&uld rarely be impoſed by Laws, becauſe Scandal is ſo 
apt to-riſe out of the uſe-of Indilferent things ; and therefore we 
are to uſc-our liberty, or to deny it, -according as ſuch or ſuch cirs 
cumſtances require, for the avoiding of Scandal; for we may not 
do a thing:meerly Indifferent, to the Scandal of our Brother , faith 
the apoſtic, 1 Cor.8.13. If Meat makg my Brother to-offend, I mill 
eat no Fleſh while.the world ft ands, leſt I make my Brother to offend. 

- Authority therefore cannot juſtly command fuch an indifferent 
ran. bu bedone, when is apparent thereby Scandal will foflow, 
for this will be to make void. the Commandments of God by the 
Commands of Men ; the Command of God is;- Give no offence, 1Cor, 
10.'32: and this Command of Ged is Obligatory on Rulers, in mas 
king Laws in Indifferent things ; as well as on private Chriſtians, 
im'their praCtice towards each other. If Rulers therefore command 
fachan lndifferent thing to be done,which cannor be done by many 
without a doubting. Conſcience, they do in effelt command that 
which is evil, Rom. 14.23. He that doubteth, is damned if he eat ; and 
yetthis was but in an indifferent thing :-If Authority had then com- 
manded him to eat, (and ſo in thelike cafe) it had been to command 
a Scandal), and ſounlawful.- *Tis true, if it be a necefſary Duty by 
a Divine Law, that is commanded by Authority, there if Scandal 
follow, 'tis Scandal taken; and not given, and the fault' is wholly 
in him that takes-tle-Offence ; but if it be an unneceſſary Indiffe- 
renthing, 'tis Scandal given by the Authority that impoſeth ir. 

_ Andalo hereby they not only give Scandal to the Doubrting, but 
oblige all others, as much as they-can;.by the praRice of ſich ln- 
FF "ap diflerences 
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differences, to give Scandal alfo ; forto ſay, that humane Anthori- 
ty makes an icdifferent thing, that in it ſelf hathno necelliry uſe, 
to become neceſlary, in the caſe of Scandal, is to make the Laws of 
*Men to ſaperſede the Law of God ; No certainly, if the thing were 
really ſcandalous, antecedent to the command,or the uſe of it-would 
be ſo, were it not commanded, there no humane Authority can put 
ſuch a neceſlity into an indifferent th ng, as to make it neceſſary to 
be done when Scandal foliows ; becauſe the Obligation to avoid 
Scandal in indifferent things, beirg a moral Duty, will ſaperſ.de 
any Obligation, that reſults from the Command of Authority in 
ſuch indiftere:t things : forth s is but a meer Ritual, and Rituals 
muſt give place to Morals. 

Thus we ſce. that ſi h Indifforent things being unneceſlary in Re- 
ligion, much more, if .nexpedient and ſcardils, ougnt not to be 
impoſ.d by Laws. But yet we d9 not hereby plead for ſuch a Li- 
berty in Religion, as is oppoſed to things in Religion, either nece- 
flary in their. own na: ure, or neceſſary by reaſon of ſ5me circum- 
ſtances. - And thus Indifferent things, that4erve for the ordering 
the Worſhip of God indeceat and comely manner,acrording to the 
Apoſtle's Rule, 1 Cor. 14. ate fo far lawful to be impoſed, as they 
are expedient and neceflary to thoſe ends ; forall the Power of hu- 
mane Authority in the matters of Religion, beſides impoſing wha: 
God hath commanded in his Word, is oily in ordering what God 
has ſo commanded to b2 dcne in decent and comely manner, and tov 
edification : and as ſuch things appertaining to God's Worſhip are 
neceſſary in th.ir general nature, as 7ze, Fl.ce, &c. fo in theit 
Particulars, when they are indifterent in their own nature, yet do, 
by reafon of Circuinſtances and Accidzn:s, become neceſſary to be 
determigcd, they then loſe their nature ct [ndifferences, and be- 
come n:ccflary, antecedet:c to any [mpolition of themrby Authority. 

But yet nevertheleſs, the determinati-n of ſuch Indifferent things 
ſhould not be impoſed by Laws in the caſe of Scand 1, unleſs in 
theſe Caſes, viz. 1. Unleſs the nec:iliry of impoſing them he great, 
apparent, and certain,and not pretended only. 2, Unleſs the Good 
that is brought to Religion by thermpoſlition of [ndifferent things, 
be not greater thanthe Evil of Scandal it brinzs with it. 3. And un- 
leſs the Good E:.d thzy are necelJary for, cannot be by fome other 
means {o wel! attained, without fo great a ſcandal* But where is nd 
ſuch neceſſary Good, or but little, comparative to the Evil of Scan- 
dil; or if the Good End dejigned may be by-&f her meansattained, 

without 


(22) 


without © great Seandal, there certaialy in reaſon Scandal ſhould 
be avoided, becauſe *t s fo great an Evil, and fo much condemned 
in the Word of God, in the-uſe of indifferent things. 

Obj. But that which is uſnally objected againſt l;berty in Indiffe- 
rent things, is the Judgment of Authority, ſeeing them neceſlary ; 
for, ſay they, Who ſha jadge of what is neceſſary wn Religion, to be 4m- 
poſed by Laws, but Rulers themſelves? For if a 1:berty be allowed to 
the Peopl2, to judge of the lawfulneſs or neceſſity. of what is com- 
manded, and accordingly to obey or not obey, as they judge of 
them ; this will overthrow all Goverament. | 

Anſw., The Magiſtrate hath a publick 4uthoritative Judgment 
in what they are to require, and the People have a private Judg- 
ment of Diſcretion in what they ate to do and obey ; and tho' boti1 
theſe may be abuſed, yet hoth may very well ſtand together, with- 
out either overchrowing the Authority of Government, or difſol- 
ving the Obligation to Obedience ; but very ill conſequences will 
follow on denying either ; for if we deny the Judgment of Autho- 
rity to cominand, this indeed is to overthrow all Humane Power 
to command in the matters of Religion; and to deny the Peoples 
Jedgment of private Diſcretion, is bcth to take off the uſe of their 
Reaſon, and to lay upon them a neceſſity of ſinning ; for if only 
the Judgment and Will of Authority be the Rule of Laws, or the 
Obligation to Obedience, it will then follow, that we are bound to 
obey whatever they command, tho? ſinful, if they judge it not ſo : 
Bur as the Magiſtrate's au: horitative Judgment doth not bind to 
Obedience, when he judgeth erroneouſly in that which is —_— 
ſo the Peoples Judgment of private diſcre:ion doth not difoblige 
them from Obedience, nor render them incalpable when they judg 
erroneonſly of what is required : Therefore each party, both Ru- 
ler and Subject, ſhould be very careful to judge aright, namely, the 
Ruler, in judg ng nothing fit to be cem.nandcyd in Religion, but 
wha: is evidently lawful and neceſlary, and then their Commands 
are binding : And the Subjects ſhould be very careiul, not to judge 
erroneoully cf the Commands of Authority, for then they juſtl 
ſuffer for Diſobedience. Each party indeed muſt judge for fo muc 
25 concerns themſelves and their own Duty, both Authoiryin com 
manding, and the People in obeying ; but the Judgment of neither 
doth change the nature of the things themſelves, ſo as to make that 
lawful and neceſſary, or unlawful and not neceffary, that are not 
really ſo in themſelves. | 
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Bat we find;that this Argument of enforcing Obedience in the mat? 
ters of Religion, meerly trom the Judgment of Aurhori:y, is never 
made uſe of, but when men want fufficrtent force of Argument from 
the matter of the things themfelves,then they flee to the Judgment and 
Obligation of Authorpy-commanding, which indeed will equally hold 
in Popery it ſelf, uponſuppoſition,that the Aurharity, either Civil or 
Ecclefiaſtical, be a lawful Aathor:ry that commands. 

But this Objection iz of no force in ſuchthings, whereiwris acknow-= 
ledg'd, That there is no neceſſity in the na:ure of the things them- 
{clves, why they ſhould be impoſed ; beſides the will of Authority 
commarding, it, there the obligation to Obedience is urged meerly 
from the will of Authority requiring it, and not their Judgment of 
the neceflary uſefulneſs of ſuch things. Bat what force and obliga- 
tion the ir eer will of Authority hath in the matters of Religion, with-- 
out found Reaſon from the Matter required, we ſhall have occaſion to 
ſay ſomewhat unto under the next Queſtion. 

Thus I have endeavoured with all poſſible Brevity to demonſtrate 
what that lawful Liberty in the Matters of Religion is, which the 
Chriſtian Magiſtrate ſhould juftly allow to every man : but to allow 
an unlimited Toleration in thepractice of Religion, is.torun into the: 
contrary Extream, bf impoſing unneceſlary and doubeful things ; and 
"tis to be ſuppoſed, that much of that miſtake that karh been about a 
Toleration,hath come to paſs, by not duly confidering' this Golden 
Mean of Liberty only in unneceffary things in Religion, between the 
two Extreams of unnecefary Impolitions,andan unlimited Tolerati-- 
on ; but as the former is bad, being againſt Chriſtian Liborty and 
Charity, yet the latter is much wor ſe; becauſe it. tends to ſabvert the 
Chreftian Faith, and 10 overthrow all Bovernmear js; the Matters of 
Religion. | 8 1L*. 36D 22 Lo! 
QUE'SS T. 118. ' IS 
Whether it be lawful for Subjefts to give their Aituk' Conſent to 

a general Toleration. * a3. 1h ads 6 

D ' od v2. 1c c 03% 
Anſiv. O which I anſwer in the Nehach That they may-nod 
And indeed there will he occalipn-zo-fay buz-littte- inan- 
finer to this Queſtion; for having before proved, in Anſwer to-the 
foregoing Queſtion, That the Magiftrate ray noe lawfully.gllow futh a: 
Toleration ; it will-thence follow, That the Subject, may, pat conſent 
to it, for by conſenting to that which is unlawfally . done- by; athers, 

we become partly Guilty of the Evil  dore. 
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But yet it may- be proper for us under t!;is Queſtion, to enquire, 
Whether i may come under the Charge of an Aſſent to ſach a Tole- 
ration, to prattife ſome Liberty in the3Exerciſe of Religion that- is 
reſtrainedby Laws, when 'tis allowed by ſuch a Toleration. 

I ſhall anſwer this in theſe Three Particulars : 

1. That ſuch a liberty in Religion, as conſiſts only in an nao Tag 
from the Obligation of things in their own nature unneceſſary, 
doubtful, or ſcandalous, may lawfully be praftiſed, though the ſame 
be reſtrained by Laws. 

2, That thereis no Scandal given by the praCtice of ſucha Liberty. 

3. Nor any Aſſent thereby to a gencral Toleration. 

1. That ſucha Liberty in Religion as conſiſts only in an exemption 
or omiſſion of things in their own nature unneceſſary, douhtful, or 
{candalou:, may lawfully be praftiſed, tho? the ſame be reſtrained by 
Laws,becauſe the matter of ſuch Laws cannot be Obligatory upon the 
Conſcience, by vertue of any Law of God,there being no DivineLaw 
upon-which'to bottom & authorize ſuchLaws,which is neceſſary in all 
Laws about Religion;,as we have before noted. And wherein thereis no 
Authority to require,thereincan be no obligation from theCommand 
to obey, and the meer will of Authority can lay no Obligation in the 
matters of Religion ; but much more when = humane Laws about 
Indiffexent things do interfere with the Law of Gcd,of avoidiffgScan- 
dal in ſuch/Indifferent things, there certainly ſuch Laws do loſe their 
force and obligation, becauſe the obligation from humane Authority 
ceaſeth, and becomes void, when a previous and greater obligation to 
the. Law of God js to take place: by which we are obligednot to. do 
that-aout Religian, which being in ir ſelf not necellary, is in_its uſe 
ſcandzlous ta:maby,And ind vch Laws that-enforce the obſeryati- 
on of ſuch things, doubtful and ſcandalous in Religion, ſcemro Tofe 
the force of Laws, and to be void in tliemſelves, having not the pro- 
per Matter, nor anſwering.the end of Law ; and-therefore a liberty, 
m omitting fach things,tho' injoined by Laws, is lawful to be pr:Qtiſed. 

2. Ard that there, is no Scar.dal given by.the prattice of ſach a 
Ly erty ; for it may be ſaid, T hat tho' there be no obligation, either 
it, to uſe ſome Indifferent rhirgs ; yet they being Indifferent, we are 
bound to uſe theth; to avoid Scandal to Authority, and to others that 
will-be ſeandalized by cor omirting them. And thereforg upon this 

divers Tearned Conformiſts have thought if lawful togmittte 
6iv- ries Thjoined by Laws, when'Scandal doth_nat follow, being 
ceither 1. ecellary in themſelyes,nor frottthe Command of Authority, 
: any 


Y pn 


TRI required, or. from Authcrity requiring - 


LINMI 


; Scandal may als taken thereupan: becauſ e Scandal Ws Md $iFher 


Wk, os hey ik nag nor ey ee me war obſerve, T Tha 


themſelyes, if not Unlawful, beg A blized to Wor CEInne to —_—_ 
Scandal to others: But if they are but mr Indifferent iy their, own 


natures..yet proving Scardalow to. ſappoſi ppoſition of the 
Truth of what 's bor ; proved, the Seal 1s is 60h ira Ay. 
ng allow, , £1 I” iag then; 

Scandal be taken, or tho? 1m ag angecellaty thing: in; h 


on we really give oe NN yet by theomiſſian of j ics now ——_ 


out. of the, of ſcmething necellary to. 


thy FIG wul, or concelcy oF 
of Authority, doth ary the RR Loom 
f: IF, to become pot ang n ria Ons TD 


cannot, do, then. certainly no Scandal is alin, omitting Jugh ined 


ceflary things . For this we have a in gu 
juſtifying his Duciples i in omitting a lawf Fer 
mony, .tho' injoined by lawful er, 1 ef 3ndi 

riſces were ſcandalized by it,namely, in owiiting iO 


Mat. 15.13 dir, 

Therefore it being thus Jawful and neceſſary, to omit ſach 2 
rent things in Religion as are donbtful-and ——_, but yet alſo ne- 
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nera! Toleration'sf all Retigions; "becauſe the Sri and 4 
the Exerciſe of this Liberty is nary onthe Toteration Fi borh' 
on the lawfulneſs and obligation of the Duty {s'to prattiſe, 'wirhour: 
reſpe& toſuch a Toleration. 

Much leſs is it any practical aps ent to a ſuppoſed -p>wer, in the $y- 
pream M to diſpenſe with fuch 1s mere known uſeand, 
neceſſity, to the: _ of the Furdamentzls both ofthe CivilGovern, 
ans wr rt :-for tho® noi edobepro nr 

E ogy of enſe with the obſervation of things indif- 
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profeſſion and exerciſe of the True Religion, the Magiſtrate diſi tits. 
eth his care and regard for the.Church-of God, and:fo fruſtrateg and, 
makes void one of the ſpecial ends af his Qthce, and 1 likewiſe betrays. 
the Cauſe of Religion to the Rapine and Yivleace of its open'and pic» 
feſſed Enemies. | WF Hr 
And then alſo the repeating the Laws that prohibit” Faiſe Religion 
atnd 1dolatry, is not only an Allowanceof ir, but a'c ive ſecting 
it up, atleaſt becoming partly guilty of it, Henee is that Role ig Mo- 
rality,Cujus manu eft ne qu d forts, th. deputathr cum jan fit > Tn e hand, 
#nd youer its, that an Evil Ai be not done, to them 15 1mpmed i i be 
done.- And this Rule doth moſt-properly reſpeCt M:giſtrates andthokÞ 
that have Power @ver others, who are truly faid.to be guilty-of tht 
Evil, which they arc a:Je by gacd Laws to prevent, and donot, - And 
therefore;that Magiſtrates ought- to prohict, atleaſt the nublick-pro- 
feſſion and-exereife'of Idolatry and'Falſe Religion, was, no:.daubtythe 
ground of thoſegoodLaws which prohibit'the ſame;whick sieForeſts 
thers, with'ſo:much zeal for the Truth of theProteftant Rdligib, 6b- 
tained agaipft Popery and Idolatry : Put with what zeal for,,or ſecy- 
rity unto the Proteſtant Religion, they-may - now. be+ repeaked,, | do 
notunderfland; «- | r44 with ©. 
If then it berotmorally lawful fur th: Legiſlative Power'to repel 
thoſe Laws that eſtalliſh and preſerve the Proteſtant Religion, Lneed 
not th*n farther prove, that it is not lawful for the Pegple to. con, 
ſent thereunto ; which will the-ce follow. But t ſhall cohclade alkby 
making ſome ſhort Anſver to. Three of theſe + greed which bjudg 
alm 
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ſaid in anſwer to then. | | RN3-wHy Fe 
Fi ft, 'Tis faid, That the Pen] Laws mede again{t Fopery have been 
perverted from theirproper end and uſe agar Parifle 76 opprefs 
and. perſecute Procejt ants, for Difſenting only; 16''nacters. of Cuctay 
Nance ard Ceremony in Religiah. 1219.J1a 29141! nb. 1gitw Lag Bel 
Avſw. Pur this is not the fault of the Laws; 'butof thoſe 'thatſha 
the executive Power; and was fo dofie '(@s now apfears' planby} ww 
ſerve the Deſign of Pope: y, then carrying on" Bur tho" the Peral Laws 
have been fo perverted, yet ſ.eing'it 5ppears, that they are of ſuckine 
cefſary uſe, for the Securityof the Proteſtant Religion againſt Popery, 
they may not for that reaſon be repealed. But as for thoſe Laws that 


impoſe Penalties'on Proceſtants,adhering to all the eſſential and neceſ(- 


ſary parts of Proteſtant Deftrinand Worſhip, but upon ſcruple of 
Conſcience, diſſent in ſome Vatters of C.reumRance and 'Ceremony 
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In Religion, which to them are doubtful and nncatam ; os toxiit ber; 
ped, that the Wiſdom, Piety, and Charity of another Pagkament way + 
either give # renter batitude Mm the terms of Church-Communion @+- 
mong| all Priteſtahts76r abate the'tigour.of thaſe Laws, that __ 
Penalties for Nonconformity only in ſuch matters. : 
dar ms ln Tens ſome, ly ter oaſomny Abuſcsand Cotrupt 
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e repealed for the ſake. of thoſe Abnſes, '* © 
a ch me Lam hereby ft Gerrpio bot the Orcutlnce 
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_—_ Laws never did, nor-never wilt anfwer 
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bh = ſich, for that all Men will not be ruled by it- 
F urther Anſwer, Thoſe Laws bave attained their End iſo far. hitherto, as to 
| nd necefiary parts of Protettant Dgftrin andW, 
e773, for which end moſt of the che 
of  notalſo attained their pf wo, 
4, _ begrn atm w_ 
hathbeen ubtleſs too much overdoing, by the Impoſation: things 
pr = oranges 'vrhich > Spar rnd munian among. to the W TI 
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